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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ted 
THE SUBSTANCE OF A DISCOURSE 
Delivered at the Installation of the Rev. BARZILLAI 

STREETER to the pastoral charge of the First Uni- 

verealist Church and society in Salem, Aug. 9, 1920. 

By Rev. Sepastain STREETER, of Portsmouth, N. H. 

brother to the pastor elect. 

CONCLURED FROM PAGF 5%. 

* Let no man despise thy youth ; bul be thou an ex- 
aniple of the belierers in word, in conversat’en, in char- 

y, in epirt, in faith, in purify..°—1 Tim. iv. 12. 

1. **In word.’ I accommodate this section of the 
teat to bis public administrations of the word of life. | 
use the term to import the doctrine which the preacher 
is to dispense and defend. In various passages tuis is its 
biblical signification. ‘“* Preach the word, be inatant in 
season and out of season”? What Paul here terms the 
** Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
Peter says, ** The word of the Lord endureth forever, 
and this is the word which by the gospel is preached un- 


word, the risen Saviour calls the gospel. 


to you.” And Peul to the Ephesians, says, ** In whom 
ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth. 
Jeeus speaks of ** the 


word of the kingdom,” and in other places calls it ** the 


he gospel of your salvation.” 


. 


gospel of the kingdom.” These quotations prove that 
the terms word, doctrine and gospel, are promiscuously 

i ed writers. ‘The reputation and useful- 
< of the cristian preacher, is intimately connected 


1 


with the doctrine which he inculcates. Hfle should use 
he utmost care lest instead of preaching the genuine 
i: Pad spel 
pel? which With respect 
to the doctrine which he advances he is a fit “* example 


of the kingdom,” he ** preach another gos- 
comes loaded with curses. 


f the believers,’ no farther than he ‘follows Christ,” 
* Be ye followers of me even as I am of Christ,” is the 
enly exhortation which become the lips and the heart of 
the gospel minister. Hence, he should derive his doc- 
triae fresh from ** the record which God hath given of 
hiz Son.?> There he will find ** the sincere milk of the 
word,’? which will nourish the lambs of the great shep- 
Lerd, and ‘** the bread of life’ with which to feed the 
sheep of his fold; even the genuine ‘bread of God 
which came down from heaven and giveth life to the 
world.” 
It is true, he will find, in the sacred volume the es- 
sential sentiment of christianity differently expressed ; 
but in all cases retaining the same nature and tendency. 


tion to all men.” It does not exhibit any new inclina- 
tion, or superinduced favour or mercy in Deity ; but 
announces and developes his ancient good will ; his ori- 
einal and boundless love; his natural and unchangeable 
favor of the whole world. It proclaims, with the au- 
thority of irrevocable truth, a gracious purpose of God, 
coeval with his being, “* to givt; through the mediation 
of his Son, eternal life to all flesh; to save his people 
from their sins ; to deliver the whole intelligent creation 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God.” The gospel does not repre- 
sent this purpose as originated by the appearing of Christ, 
or by any thing that he did; but as manifested or made 
known by his appearing and ministry, as an unalterable 
council resideut in the mind of Jehovah from eternity, 
and a leading motive in all his august operations in the 
kingdom of nature, providence, and grace. 

But the certainty of realizing the truth of these good 
tidings, depends upon some other fundamental facts sta- 
ted in this epistle, as, 

ist. “* There is one God.” The truth of this declar- 
ation is the origina] and real foundation of the gospel, of 
all true religion, and of our reasonable hopes of salvation 
from sin, and the enjoyment of immortality and glory. 
The christian dispensation produced nothing new with 
respect to the being, nature, will or conduct of the Dei- 
ty; but exhibited them in a more conspicuous and in- 
ielligible manner than they had ever been before, or 
conld have been without it. It did not increase the 
nnraber of Gods, nor add any thing to the person or 
perfections of Deity. Under the Mosuie economy there 
was ‘fone living and true God,” and under the chris- 
tian dispensation there is one and one only. ‘ The au- 
thor and finisher of our faith,” as christians acknowledg- 
ed and exclusively worshipped “‘ one God,” and there- 
by “‘leff us an example that we should follow his steps.” 
He sanctioned the prime commandment of the law, 
‘* Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord.” To 
the truth of this he left the seal of his ascending testimo- 
ny, ** I ascend unto my Father and your Father, and to 
my God and your God.” And unto us, saith the au- 
thor of our text, “‘there is but one God the Father, of 
whom are all things. One God and Father of all, who 
is above all, and through all, and in you all.” Hence 
to be an evangelical ** example of the believer’s word,” 
it is essentially necessary that the preacher make the 


indivisible unity, the exclusive independency, the unde- 


rived perfections of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the foundation of his doctrine. These perfec- 
tions are all associated in the comprehensive nature and 
operations of infinite power, wisdom and goodness. But 





It is called ‘* the doctrine of God, the doctrine of Christ, 


good doctrine, sound doctrine, and doctrine according | God are displayed thro’ an appropriate medium. Hence, 


to godliness.” 


The holy spirit has used the word gos- 
It speaks of ** the gospel of 
Christ, the gospel of God, the gospel] of peace, the gos- 
pel of your salvation, and the gospel of the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation te all men.” These definitive 
eharacteristics of the true gospel are amply sufficient to 
direct the christian preacher in the main theme of his 
public communications. Whatever‘is opposed to the 
benevolent nature of God; to the unlimited triumphs of 
the compassionate Jesus; to the genuine spirit of un- 
bounded goodness, or to the ultimate peace and salva- 
tion of any man, is not the doctrine of the true God, is 
not the gospel which the risen Redeemer commanded 
ito be preached to every creature. This gospel is the 
good aews of ‘the grace of God which bringeth salva- 


pelina similar connexion. 


2d. ** There is one Mediator between God and men.” 
But the Mediator is not God, neither is he men. He 
does not, as some have supposed, associate in himself, 
by a mysterious and inexplicable union, the whole es- 
sential divinity and the whole humanity. He is not a 
complex, but a simple individuality. He is ‘the man 
Christ Jesus, the mediator between God and men.” A 
mediator is all cases a third power, who exerts his influ- 
ence for the joint interest and honor of the parties be- 
tween whom he mediates. The introduction of a me- 
diatory power presupposes an existing difficulty or diffi- 
culties, which obstructs mutual intercourse, and the 
grand object of the mediator’s efforts is to remove every 
obstruction, and effect a cordial reconciliation. The 


in the stupendous work of salvation, the perfections of 


in giving himself a ransom for all,’? was ‘to reconcile 
them to God.” Unreconciliation is the only existing 
difficulty between men and their Creator. ‘* Your sins 
have separated between you and yourGod.” Remove 
these, and the grand object of the birth, life, death, re- 
surrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ is ful- 
ly accomplished. “ He was manifested to put away of 
sins, and jn fim there is no sin. ‘ Behold the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the world.” This is 
effectually done by revealing the true character of God 
to the understanding of men, and “ shedding abroad his 
love in their hearts..? That. no difficulty existed on the 
part of the Deity is evident from the consideration, that 
the coming and mediation of Christ, were not the cause, 
but the consequence of God’s original and unchangeable 
love tomen. ** God commendeth his love unto us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died forus.”’ He ser¢ 
the mediator as an indubituble evidence, an unquestion- 
able proof of nis ancient,unabated and unabateable good 
will to the whole world. He amply qualified him for 
his magnificent mission, by “ giving him the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, all power in heaven and on 
earth, the spirit without measure, and love that is strong- 
er than death.” The truth then of eternal salvation de- 
pends upon the existence of one God, whose power is 
Almighty, whose wisdom is infinite, whose goodness is 
unbounded and unchangeable, and one mediator who is 
able to reveal his character and impress his love upon 
the heart. 

But in accomplishing this momentous work, invitations 
and warnings, promises and threatnings, are successfully 
used. ‘l'o be an example in word or doctrine, the prea- 
cher should be cautious, lest in illustrating and enfore- 
ing ‘the precious promises’ of our God, he overlook the 
threatnings which are recorded for our profit. These, 
when timely and judiciously applied, have a salutary ih- 
fluence in arousing the attention of the careless, and 
checking the progress of the presumptuous in their un- 
happy career. They may incline the sinner to pause, 
to reflect, and by comparing his course with ‘the path 
of the just which shineth more and more unto the per- 
fect day,’’ to embrace ‘the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation, and live soberly, righteously and godly in the 
present world.” But on the other hand, the exemplary 
preacher should use still greater care, that he does not, 
in warning sinners, point them to imaginary instead of 
real danger; aud in denouncing the threatnings of 
the law, obseure ‘‘the promises of the everlasting 
gospel.” He will endeavour to impress upon the minds 
of his hearers the important truth, that “the law which 
was four hundred and thirty years after the covenant of 
promise, cannot disannul, that it should make the pro- 
mise of none effect.”? He will shun no labors which are 
necessary to convince them, that the grace promised 
and the chastisements threatened in the sacred volume, 
are designed to subserve the same benevolent purpose, 
to ‘* make us partakers of holiness, produce the peacea- 
ble fruits of righteousness and reconcile us to God.” 

But 2d. It is not enough that the christian minister is 
‘an example of the believers in word,” that he promul- 
gates and verbally defends the genuine doctrine of Christ. 
He must be exemplary in conversation, in his general 
deportment, in his private walk, in his ordinary inter- 
course with his people and with the world. The gene- 
ral tenor of his conduct out of the desk will increase or 
diminish the infuence of his laboursin it, as it is discreet 
or imprudent. He spends comparatively but little time 
in the pulpit, and much out of it, aud consequently 








great motive of **the mediator between God and men, 





more depends upon his social intercourse, than upon the 
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strength of his mithd or the pérsuasivences of his elo 
quence. It will be vain to recommend sobriety on the 
sabbath, if rudeness characterize him through the week. 
It will be useless to preach unlimited benevolence, and 
indulge in all the rancor of malevolence. Who will give 
heed to the vociferations of the thief who recommends 
honesty, or the tipler who pronounces the panegyric of 
temperance. The influence of one hour of frivolous or 
vicious conversation cannot be counterbalanced by 
months of the soundest reasoning and the most engaging 
oratory. No, the christian minister must imitate his di- 
vine Master in ‘a conversation that becometh the gos- 
pel.” He must teach by example as well as precept. 
Like a primitive follower of the Redeemer, he must 
‘* show his faith by his work.’? It will not be enough 
that he avoids overt acts of impiety and immorality, he 
thust studiously shun even ‘ the appearance of evil.’ His 
official station will introduce him into almost all the va- 
riety of scenes which human life presents, in all of which 
his deportment and conduct will have a peculiar influ- 
ence. He should therefore strive to show that the re- 
iigion of Jesus is appropriate to all the periods, purposes, 
and vicissitudes of social life. It is his in a great de- 
sree, to cheer the drooping spirits of age; to regulate 
tue volatility of youth; to bridle the tongue of the pro- 
fune ; and check the levity of the rude. It is his to im- 
part fortitude to the afflicted by the influence of conge- 
nial sympathy ; to tranquilize the soul of the dying pil- 
grim by the glories of Jesus and the resurrection ; and 
to sooth the pangs of bereavement by pointing the heart 
to the great ‘comforter of all that mourn.’ In a word, 
he should exhibit on all occasions such a spirit and 
deportment as become those with whom he associates. 
3. To be an example in charity is one of the most 
important and delightful privileges of the christian prea- 
cher. He should possess and exemplify it even in its 
various acceptations. 1. As importing the principle of 
christian love. His whole heart should be filled with 
the love of God, and the Redeemer, with love to man 
and the practical virtues of ‘ pure and undefiled religion.’ 
2. As signifying the exercise of candour and tenderness, 
in treating of the opinions and practices of those, who 
differ from him in sentiment. He will view error as a 
misfortune, not asa crime, and therefore speak of it 
with that spirit of candour and generosity, which flows 
from a deep conviction, that ‘ to err is human, to forgive 
divine.’ The censorious preacher may confound witb- 
out convincing, and by provoking the irritable defeat 
the object of his own exertions. But he that speaks of 
the opinions of an opponent with exemplary tenderness, 
will be heard with attention and probably witb profit. 
The * weapons of his warfare are not carnal,’ and will 
therefore be ‘ mighty in pulling down the streng holds’ 
of error and delusion. 3. Almsgiving is a very common 
acceptation of the word charity. In this also he will 
be ‘an example of the believers.’ His time will not be 
exhausted amid the honors of the great and the feasts of 
the wealthy. He will set them a noble example by fre- 
quenting the unnoticed residence of the pennyless and 
wretched ; the time-shattered cottage of the lonely wi- 
dow ; and hearing the moving petitions of the naked and 
hungry orphans his heart and his hand will be opened. 
In these lorn abodes of want and of woe, he will light 
up a smile of comfort, and break to their famishing ten- 
ants ‘ the bread of life.’ He will consider it ‘ more bles- 
sed to give than to receive ;> but the pretended ambas- 
sador of Him, who gave himself a ransom for all, who 
has the means of help, and covetously shuts the hand of 
charity ought to be despised. It is not supposable that 
he will have large sums to impart, but a little in the 
moment of pinching want will do much. Yes a 
little bestowed in the hour of pressing need, will give the 
exemplary preacher an influence gver the the heart, at 
which splendid talents may grasp in vain. 4. The faith- 
ful servant of Immanuel will be an example in spirit and 
in faith, He will usé great care in the due government 
of his mind, in the discreet cultivation of his heart. He 
will habituate himself to a becoming equanimity of tem- 
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per on alll occasions. “He will endeavour to exhibit | to 


the world a sweetness of disposition, an evenness of 
miud worthy of general imitation. Humility, meek- 
ness, forbearance and forgiveness may always be seen 
in the train of his virtues. These glories will freshen 
and thicken around him. He will appear self-collected 


‘and unmoved amid the conflicts of the world and the 


reverses of fortune. When the tempests of persecution 
beat upon ‘him; when ‘the love of many waxes cold ;” 
when his prospects grow gloomy ; the clouds of adver- 
sity thicken, and tribulations multiply around him or 
his brethren, his hope will be unsbaken, his faith in God 
and the Saviour will stand firm, gather strength by ev- 
ery new conflict, and bid defiance to the imbecility of 
‘the world and the evil that is in it.” He will show 
that his ‘ faith stands not in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God.’ Manifesting the serenity of a qui- 
et spirit, and the strength of an immovable confidence 
in God, and in the glorious issue of the gospel of his 
Son, he will be an example of the believers in spirit 
and faith. 5. Purity closes the list of exemplary vir- 
tues to which the thoughts and the practice of the chris- 
tian preacher should be prayerfully devoted. Without 
this he will be worse than useless, with it he may be 
profitable in all things. He will strive to copy the hol} 


trine of his kingdom. He will ‘ set to his seal that God 
is true, and keep himself unsjotted from the world.’— 
He will use every exertion to ‘ purify himself even as 
Christ is pure.’ He will endeavour intelligibly to dis- 
tingnish between the pure doctrine of the unity and 
perfections of God; the office of the Mediator; the 
leading sentiment of the gospel]; and the ;ractical pie- 
ty and morality which are consequences of an opera- 
tive faith in them. 

A word to the Candidate, and to the Ghurch and So- 
ciety in this place, and [ close. 

Dear Brotaer,—I shall not, by a formal address, 
anticipate the more appropriate charge which you will 
receive from my senior in the ministry. The social 
principle on whicb rests the importance of ministerial 
faithfulness has been briefly noticed, and a few of the 
duties and virtues, which are essential to the reputation 
aud usefulness of a gospel preacher, have also been sug- 
gested. You will reflect upon and improve them to 
your individual and official good. Endeavour to enter 
upon your pastoral labours with this people, under a 
deep and solemn conviction of their sacred and exten- 
sive importance. Maintain a commendable circumspec- 
tion in all your relations in life. Be sedulously watch- 
ful of your heart and your lips, that you give no just 
occasion to ‘despise your youth ;’ but by sound doc- 
trine and a good conversation in Christ, ‘ walk worthy 
of the high and holy vocation wherewith you are called.” 
In public and in private imitate your adorable Lord and 
Master, and you will be a useful example of the be- 
lievers *in word, in conversation, in charity, im spirit, 
in faith, in purity, and finish your course with joy to 
testify the gospel of the grace of God.” 

Brethren of this Church and Society,—You will ea- 
sily perceive the bearing of this subject upon yourselves. 
It requires your co-operation with the exertions of your 
pastor, to ‘ build you up in the most holy faith of the 
gospel,’ and to advance the practical interests of pure 
religion in this place. Your duties, your interest, and 
your happiness are reciprocal. You will ever extend 
to him the arm of christian friendship; cast the broad 
mantle of charity over the imperfections incid-it to 
him and to all, and thereby strengthen his hands and 
encourage his heart in the good work of ourGod. But 
a youth, and comparatively inexperienced in the comw- 
merce of the world, and in the ministry of the risen Re- 
deemer, you will not expect from him such distinquish- 
ed services, as characterized those champions in the 
cause of truth with whose labours you have been here- 
tofore blessed. But you will listen with candour and 
attention to his dispensation of the word of life, and 
* be followers of him so far as he is of Christ.?. And by 
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the interchange of every kind office; by the endear. 
ments of brotherly love; by kindewd sympathies and 
views, and by a continued unction of the holy spirit 
may you long rejoice together, and mutually realize the 
highest anticipations of this auspicious day. Under his 
ministry, may you ever experience ‘ how good and plea- 
sant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity, grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savion, 
Jesus Christ,’ and thoroughly ripen for the full fruitiog 
of ‘the blessing which God commanded even life for 
evermore.’ 
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Mr. Epitor,—Although some may be dispcsrd to 
question the authenticity of the following Petition, } 
can inform them that 1 have learned from one of jts 
signers that it contains the sentiments of the criginal, 
and if there may be a little difference in languace, the " 
is none in idea. The religious public is hereby infuri- 
ed that this petition was presented to the Levislature 


of this Commonwealth, and that much exertion was 
made to heve it enacted into a law, but that its ob- 


}noxious character was so evident that it was tl row 
Redeemer, to inculcate and exemplify the pure doc-| 


under the table. HER) cs, 
SUBSTANCE OF A PETITION, 
Of the pious inhabitants of Brookfield to the Legislature. 


To the Honourable the Legislature of Massachusetts 
now in session. 


The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of Brooks. 
field, humbly sheweth, thet in the opinion of the under 
signed, the preaching of the gospel has failed and for 
ever will fail to make wen pious and keep the com- 
mands of God; we thercfore pray this honourable 
Legislatare to take into consideration the expediency 
of enacting a law with a suitable penalty to compel t he 
people of this Commonwealth to join what is called th e 
Church of the Standing Order, keep holy the first day 
of the week lave their children bapticcd.and reverence 
the ministers of the standing order. You ‘pe tilioners are 
aware that it may be said that none of these things are 
required in the word of God, yet most of them are re- 
commenced in the Westminster Assembly of Divines’ 
Catechism. Respecting a penalty suitable to the en- 
forcing taid act, your petitioners pray tigge to call to 
mind the discipline of the church in the time ef our 


forefathers and great-great grand mothers, (ji soule) 
who would hang or banish ail witches, Qu: ew oT 
Anabaptists. Or reference may be had to the more 
modern practices of the pious in Portugal, 7 ain, &e 


where ihe religious part of the communit y will be ena- 
bled, either to make others serve God, or to in thet on 
them a punishment due to their wickedoese, which the 
Almighty often sufi ers them to escape in thie world, if 
not in the next. nd asin duty bound your petition- 
ert will ever | ay. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Sin,—! observed in your last Magazine, an 
Extract of a letler wriiten by Joun CaLvin, in 1561, to 
the Manauis Part, high Chomberlawn to the King of 
Navarre, selected from the .V. ¥. Gospel Herald. It 
struck me as an effectual refutation of al] the attempts 
to defend Calvin from the charge of possessing a most 
ungodly, persecuting spirit. But it seems very desira- 
ble that the public should be certified of the authentici- 
ty of tLe letter from which the abominable extract is 
taken; for the Calvinists manifest a determination to 
screen ‘hcjr great leader from the imputation of cruelty, 
even in bis conduet towards Serretus. See the follow- 
lowing extract from the Life of Calvin, in Brewster's 
Encyclopedia. 

“it is not true, however, that Calvin stewed any un- 
due eagerness to procure the destruction of Servetus, 
Much has been alleged to thie purpose by bis enemies ; 
but it hae no foundation in fact. He acted in this case 
as he uniformly did, from no party view, or paltry re- 
sentments, but from a strong sense of duty, and an ar- 
dent zeal for truth. What he did ia it, imdeed, he did 
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with his characteristic steadiness and zeal It is evi- 
cent however, that his chief anxiety was not to punish 
Servetus, but to make him retract his error. He tried 
most earnestly and patiently to prevent the catastro- 
phe which followed ; but this design was frustrated by 
the obstinacy, the violence and impious language of 
Serretus himself. Even after this unhappy man was 
condemned, Calvin felt for him; end though he could 
not get the execution of the law suspended, endeavor- 
ed, but in vain, to procure a remission of the more harsh 
and painful parts of the sentence. These observations 
are made, not to exculpate Calvin, nor justify the use 
of fre and faggot in defence of the gospel, but merely 
to do justice to the memory ofthis great reformer, and 
to moderate the hostility and lessen the confidence of 
Lis enemues,”? 
“hrongh the medium of your Magazine, Sir, I would 
s: bmit my request to the Fditor of the ‘N. Y. Gospel 
lerald.? for the circumstances which may establish the 


cenuineness of the above mentioned letter. 


B*****, 
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TO * PHILOLOGUS,.” 
CONCLUDED. 

DEAR Sirr,—It does not appear, that your compari- 
eon of the 12th and 18th verses of the Sth of Romans 
produced that entire conviction in your mind, which ] 
anticipated ; though your candour led you to suggest 
that you may be in a mistake respecting the passage.— 
That you are, in fact, in a mistake, I have no doubt; 
and on this mistake alone cap you, a3 | think, maintain 
your general theme. As you do noi pretend to dispute 
the necessary connexion of the 12th and the 18th vers- 
es, we will here place them before our eyes fer examin- 
ation. ** Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 


men, for that all have simacd: therefore, ue by the of 
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same by the word unto, as by the word upon; but in 
my view of the passage, there is a clear difference. To 
explain this, permit me to say, that Jesus Christ,who is 
the righteousness of God,is the righteousness of God un- 
to the whole human family, as promised unto all the na- 
tions of the earth in the covenart of promise; but not 
actually upon, as a blessing fulfilled, none but belies ers, 
or those who know the truth and by it are made free. 
I will not say that you make the words unto and upon 
mean the same thing, but you apply them to the same 
subject ; whereas | think the apostle means, that the 
righteousness of God is unto all men, and that it is upon 
all that believe. See 
rendered why there is no difference. 





the 23d verse, when a reason js 
“Por all have! 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” To un-! 
dertake to maintain that the apostle here means no more. | 
than that all believers have sinned and come short of the | 
glory of God seems to be an effort directed to support a 

lame cause. But if we allow that the apostle me ans, | 
that the whole human race have sinned and come short 

of the glory of God, then it follows that he means 
expressed in the 24th verse, that the whole human race 
is * justified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.’ You will be care sar S} 

to keep it in mind, that the apostle he ripe Aas 


+ as 


‘¢ For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God,” that all believers have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God, and that he speaks of none but be- 


lievers! 


ed to Jews and Gentiles, comes far short, in my mind, of 
either supporting your general argument, or of disprov- 
ing mine. But, my dear friend, I could, if I saw any 
reason so to do, grant you this argument, without yield- 
ing even a fractional part of the main subject. This ] 
will endeavour to illustrate by a simile like your own. 
Suppose then that a person has five children; he pro- 
vides a dinner for the whole. In his economy it is most 





‘once of one judgment came upon uj} men to condemna- 


(jon: 


} _ as 
came upen all menu 


ne f k fe Respect- 


nio justification o 
ing this passage, if you are not in a mistake, in that you 
think the apostle was speaking of none but believers, 
then, when he says; **And so death passed upon all 
men.for that all have sinned,” he means tosay no more, 
than, that death has passed upon all who believe, for 
that all who believe brave sinned! You will do me the 
justice, Sir,to impute this my representation,to my want 
of understanding, if you are able to see its impropriety. 
To me,there i« nothing more evident than that the apos- 
tle meant to comprehend the whole human family by the 
word ALL in the several passages where it occurs in this 
very luminous discourse. See verse 9th of the 3d chap. 
‘“‘ Whatthen? are we betterthan they? No, inno wise: 
for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they are allunder sin.”? Herethe word ALL evidently 
comprehends the whole human family. See verse 19th, 
‘* Now we know, that what thing soever the law saith, 
jt saith to them who are under the law ; that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God.” Here it is equally evident that the whole 
human family is comprehended, Verse 20, ‘* Therefore 
by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight; for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” No 
doubt can exist, that the words, ‘ no flesh,” in this verse, 
comprehends the whole human family. Verses 2ist & 
92d, “* But now the righteousness of God without the 
law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; even the righteousness of God, which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all; and upon al] them that 
believe ; for there is no difference.» Nowl understand 
the first ALL in this last quotation to comprehend as 
much as the same word comprehends in the preceding 
verses ; but when the apostle uses it in the second place, 
he connects it with another word which restricts it.— 
‘* And upon all them that believe.” In your way of ex- 
plaining this subject, you make the apostle to mean the 


even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift} 


convenient for two of them to dine first. They dine— 
ther three are immediately going to dine. I ask 
ty in the provisions of the parent these five children 
had not a dinner provided, even before any of them ate 
of it? And furthermore, if the three before they dined 
differed from the two who had, inany other respect than 
as to the time of their receiving their refreshment? In 
the determination of the parent they were all provided 
for, and this, Sir, is all for which I contend. 
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If you please, let us look as St. Stephen and St. Paul. 
When Stephen was stoned St. Paul was a young man 
attached to the interest of the council that condemned 
nim, and he kept the clothes of those who put Stephen 
‘to death. Now, Sir, was it not as certain, in the pur- 
pose of God, that this young man would be an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, as it is now that he was such? And if 
so, then in the purpose of God, he was justified in Je- 
sus, called, sanctified and glorified, If you dislike this 
doctrine of predestination, and wish to see Universal 
Salvation established on any other foundation, my opin- 
ion is, that you will be disappointed. If infinite wisdom 
has not decreed this doctrine, I have no belief that any 
human philosophy will ever be able to support it. 

On this subject of predestination we read St. Paul’s 
mind as follows: See Ephesiams i. 4, &c. ** According 
as he hath chosen us in him before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy, and 
without blame before him in love; having predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved ; in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of his grace ; wherein he hath abounded 
toward usin all wisdom and prudence; having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself; that 









men without exception, or that he means, when he says. | 
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er together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, & which are on the earth ; even in him; in whom 
also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestina- 
ted according to the purpose of him whe worketh all 
things after the council of his own will.” This, my dear 
** Philologns,”* is the ground on which I contemplate the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, and the only ground on 
which I have the least hope of its maintainance ; but if 
you can produce better authority for placing it on a 
different foundation, and can show, at the same time, 
that the foundation on which you place the doctrine is 
more sure than the purpose of him, who worketh all 
things after the council of his own will, you are at lib- 
Reciprocating with you the 
plesaure of discussing this subject without the least bit- 
terness, | remain yours most sincerely. 


THE EDITOR. 


erty to do accordingly. 
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To Correspondents. 
‘“* LEANDER” is received, but its length must apolo- 
gize for its omission until next week. 
H**** and R****® shall also have a place next week. 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 





Your lengthy argument which results in showing that 
the words “‘ no difference,” are used in scripture appli- 


Monday, the 13th of November next, is appointed by 
law for the meeting of Congress. 


{ 
| Thursday, the 9th of November, is appointed as a 


| Day of Thanksgiving in New Hampshire. 


Mr. Tewksbury, of Deer island, appears never wea- 
ry in well doing. On Sunday evening he rescned four 
men and a boy from impending death, who had been 
| stranded on Winthrop’s bar. These make no Jess than 
twenty-one human beings whose lives bave been saved 
by this brave and praise worthy citizen in the course 
of a few years. 


A fire broke out in one wing of the State Prison at 
Auburn, N.Y. on Satorday the 30th ult.—Damage va- 
riously estimated, the lowest $10,000. The convicts 
made great exertions to extinguish the fire. After it 
was out, it was discovered that one prisoner was miss- 
ing, whether consumed or escaped was not ascertained. 


At the present October term of the Supreme Judicial 
Court in Middlesex, John T. Winthrop, Mark Moore, 
John P. Bigelow, John M. Fiske, William H. Elliott, 
and William A. Warner, Esquires, members of the Suf- 
folk Bar, were admitted to practice as attornies in said 
Court. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Palfray, James Wat- 
son Gerard, Fsq. of N. York, to Miss Eliza Sumner.— 
Mr. Danie! Shillaber to Miss Ann B. Green. 

By the Rev. Dr. Gardner, John Smyth Rogers, Esq. 
of New York, to Miss Augusta T. Winthrop.—At the 
seat of Nath’. Amory, Esq. in Belmont, Capt. Ralph 
Randolph Wormelly, R. N. to Miss Caroline, daughter 
of the Jate Eb. Preble, Esq. 

By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. William Knight to 
Miss Mary G. Colesworthy. 

By the Rev. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Annis Gates to Miss 
Fanny Jobnson. 

By the Rey. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Moses Richardson, jr. 
to Miss Frances Dean. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Jechonias Thayer, of this town, 
to Miss Abby Hurd. 

In Dorchester, Mr. Francis Everett, of this town, to 
Miss Ann Barnard. 

In Roxbury, Mr. Samuel Kneeland, of this town, to 
Miss Nancy Johnson, daughter of Seth Johnson, Esq. 
In Charlestown, by the Rev. Mr. Turner,Mr. Thom- 
as B. Edmonds to Miss Sophronia White. 





DIED, 
In this town, Joseph Coolidge, Esq, aged '74.—Mr. 
Timothy B. Hammond, 30.—Mr. Williem A. Leverett, 
23.—Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Wm. Baker, 12 mo. 
John N. Low, son of W. Knights, 17 mo.—Henry, son 
of Wm. Ritchie, 2 mo.—Elizabeth Caroline, daughter 
of John Saville, 13 mo.—Sally Howard, daughter of 
Ichabod Macomber, 30 mo.—Mr. Kneeland Carrier, 23. 
Mr. Israel Everett, 76.—Miss Lucinda Wilkinson, 12. 





in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gath- 





In Roxbury, Mr. Eleb Faxon, 64. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
anne 


st The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentanee.”” 


Row. ii. iv. 
COME, view the lofty sky, 
Behold the works of God! 
He fram’d the mighty arch on high, 
By his Almighty word. 


The sun, the moon, and stars, 
In glorious order shine, 

And testify of their first caase, 
Th’ Almighty Lord divine. 


The seasons as they move, 

Display their Maker’s pow’r, 

And silent speak that ** God is love,” 
In each successive hour, 


All nature joins the song, 

And tunes aloud the lay ; 

Beasts, birds, and fishes, as they throng, 
Their grateful homage pay. 


Shall man alone remain 
insensible to love ? 

Unwont to tune the feeling strain, 
His gratefulness to prove? 


Forbid it, mighty God, 

Let songs of praises rise ! 

And may our free returns be heard, 
The pzans to thy praise. 


All heav’nly blessings teach, 

Repentance, faith and love; 

May they direct us till we reach 

Celestial joys above. WwW. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


CONTENTMENT. 
HOW happy the days of the man 
Who nature looks on as a guide, 
Contented a little to share, 
Nor covet superfluous pride. 
Though humble and course be his fare, 
And lowly the cot where he dwell, 
If nature can be supplied there, 
What need he his coffers to swell. 


O, who would the pleasures forego, 
That dwell in Contentment’s low cot, 
Life’s luxuries always to know, 

And temperate pleasures know not. 
O, who would the meteor blase 

Of cheating ambition pursue, 

When here he might, calmly his days 
Pass over, in happiness too. 


O where is the soul that could bend, 
Beneath a proud potentate’s pod, 
And, trembling, his mandates attend, 
More fearful than tho-e of his God. 
O where is the creature so vile, 

So lost to both honor and shame, 
Could feel himself blest by a smile, 
From friends who boast but a name. 


Ambition | mark him among 

The many who follow thy train, 
The rich and the old and the young, 
All eager to gather a name; 

So gilded and pleasing the bait, 
Held out to allure them to thee, 

No wonder they seek to be great, 
Who know not the bliss to be free, 


O may it kind heaven be mine, 
To flee from the noisy and vain, 
Nor ever my passions resign 

To follow, Ambition, thy train. 
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Nor riches, nor fame do I ask, 
Nor splendid, luxurious ease, 

In pleasures bot sun shine to bask, 
That fountain of painful disease. 


Retired my life I would spend, 

In some lonely spot far away, 
From all but the smiles of a friend, 
To cheer and enliven the day. 

At cool eventide o’er the glades, 
I'd wander and waken my lyre, 
There court the aonion maids, 
And borrow their heavenly fire. 


Thus, thus would my bosom desire, 

Thro’ life’s dreary valley to stray, 

Though low were pleasures, none higher 

I'd covet to know on the way. 

And when my kind Saviour should call, 

My soul to his glorious haven, 

I’d gladly relinquish them all, 

And flee to the raptures of heaven, N. 
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“GIVE US BUT LIGHT.” 


Letter from Doctor Franklin to the Rev. George 
Whitfield, dated 


PHILADELPAIA, Junx& 6, 1743. 


Srr,—I received your kind letter of the second in- 
stant, and am glad to hear that you increase in strength, 
[ hope your will continue mending *till you recover 
your former health and firmness. Let me know wheth- 
er you still use the cold bath, and what effect it has. 

As to the kindness you mention, | wish it could have 
been of more service to you. But if it had, the thanks 
I should desire is that you would always be equally rea- 
dy to serve any other person that may need your assist- 
ance, and let good offices go round ; for mankind are 
all of a family. 

For my own part, when I am employed in serving 
others, | do not look upon myself as conferring favors ; 
but as paying debts. In my travels, and since my 
settlement, | have received much kindness from men, 
to whom I shal! never have any opportunity of making 
the least direct return; and numberless mercies from 
God, who is infinitely above being benefitted by our 
services. Those kindnesses from men, | can therefore 
only return on their fellow-men, and I can also 
shew my gratiude for those mercies from God, by 
a readiness to help his other children, and my brethren, 
for I do not think that thanks and compliments, though 
repeated weekly, can discharge our real obligations to 
each other, and much less those to our Creator. You 
will see in this my notion of good works, that I am far 
from expecting to merit Heaven by them. By Heaven 
we understand a state of happiness, infinite in degree, 
and eterna! in duration; we do nothing to deserve such 
rewards. He that, forgiving a draught of water to a 
thirsty person, should expect a plantation, would be 
modest in bis demands, compared with those who think 
they deserve Heaven for the little good they do on earth. 
Even the mixt, imperfect pleasures we enjoy in this 
world, are rather from God’s goodness than our merit ; 
how much more such happiness of Heaven! For my 
part I have not the vanity to think I deserve it, the (ol- 
ly to expect it, nor the ambition to desire it ; but con- 
tent myself in submitting to the will of that God who 
made me, who has hitherto preserved and blessed me, 
and in whose fatherly goodness | may well confide, that 
he will never make me miserable; and that even the 
affliction that 1 may at any time suffer shall tend to my 
benefit. 

The faith you mention has certainly its use in the 
world; I do not desire-to see it diminished, nor would 
I endeavor to lessen itin any man. But I wish it was 
more productive of good works than I have generally 
seen it ; 1 mean real good works,works of kinduess, cha- 
rity, mercy, and public spirit ; not holiday keeping, ser- 
mon reading or hearing ; performing church ceremonies 
or making long prayers, filled with flatteries and com- 
pliments, despised even by wise men, and much less ca- 
pable of pleasing the Deity. The worship of God is a 
duty ; the hearing and reading of sermons may be use- 
ful ; but if men rest in hearing and praying, as too many 
do, it is as ifa tree should value itself on being water- 
ed and putting forth leaves, though it never produced 
any fruit. 

Your great master thonght much less of these outward 
appearances and professions, than many modern disci- 
ples. He preferred the doers of the word, to the mere 








hearers ; the son that seemingly refused to obey his fath- 
er, and yet performed his commands, to him that profes- 
sed his readiness, but neglected the work ; the hereti- 
cal but charitable Samaritan, to the uncharitable tho? 
orthodox priest, and sanctified Levite ; and those who 
gave food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, raiment 
to the naked, entertainment to the stranger, and relief 
to the sick, though they never heard bis name, he de- 
clars shall in the last day be accepted; when those 
who cry Lord! Lord! who value themselves upon their 
faith, though great enough to perform miracles, but have 
neglected good works, shall be rejected. He professed 
that he came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance; which implied his modest opinion, that 
there were some in his time who thought themselves so 
good that they need not hear even him for improvement, 
but now a-days we have scarce a little parson that does 
not think it the duty of every man within his reach to 
sit under his petty ministrations—and that whoever o- 
mits them, offends God. I wish to such, more humility, 
and to you health and happiness ; being your friend and 
servant. B. FRANKLIN, 





FROM THE (N. ¥.) GOSPEL HERALD, 
ane 

Mr. Eniror,—Seeing the belief so stubbornly and so 
unreasonably persisted in, (1 make no distinction be- 
tween Calvinism and 4rminianism, both according te 
my conceptions are alike absurd and nonsensical) that 
the Eternal Creator and Parent of men, will doom a 
portion of those to whom he has voluntarily given exi-t- 
ence, to never-ending torment after death, | feel it in- 
cumbent on me to defend and vindicate his character, 
and his eternally good intentions towards every indivi- 
dual of the human race. ‘Therefore, | hold that the 
unchangeableness andeternal perfection of God’s know. 
ledge, will for ever stand as an unavswarable demon- 
stration that the Christian doctrine of damnation is an 
absolute le, and entitled to no credit. Lam not more 
firmly persuaded that there isa God, than Il am, that 
the above proposition is true, and an undeniable reality. 
And what I shall advance in the following lines in sup- 
port of it, I challenge all who credit so blasphemous and 
God-dishonouring a doctrine to disprove. 

{ therefore, thus commence,—God is an eternally 
geod, self-exvisicn!, unehangeable, and infinitely wire 
Geing,—consequentiy, if he is infinitely wise, he can 
make no advancement in knowledge ; and if he can 
make no advancement in knowledge, he is perfect in 
knowledge,—and if he is perfect in knowledge, he 
knows that an event will take place, before it does take 
place. He knows to-day, what will tuke place to-mor- 
row. He has notto wait tobe acquainted with events, 
till the revolutions of this earth make him acquainted 
with them, which is the only way in which man re- 
ceives all his knowledge. 

Therefore the evident and indisputable inference is, 
that as God’s knowledge is perfect, and bis designs and 
intentions eternally consistent, he knew Lefore he made 
man, whether he would act in time, so as to involve 
himself in never-ending torinent after death, or not.— 
And if he did absolutely know, that man by his ating, 
in time, would involve himself in never-ending torment 
after death, bemg Almighty, and acting by his own free 
uncontrolled will, | ask, why did he create him? in 
answering this question, God must be made an eternal 
tyrant, or the doctrixe of damnation an absolute hie !—~ 
If, therefore, no christian believer im God will attempt 
to prove him an eternal tyrant, I challenge (as above 
observed) all who believe in the doctriue of damnation, 
to prove that one single individual of the irmen race 
will be punished after death, on account of his actions 
in this life. I know this vindication will be answered, 
—but justly, and unequivocaily, [ am persuaded it can 
never be answered irrefragably. But am I so foolish as 
to believe, that people will give up the idea of the dam- 
nation of their neighbours,—why should they,when they 
think they found the bible so full of fire and brimstone ? 
But fortunately, the fire and brimstone they meet with 
in the bible, they never will meet with in a future 
state. God is not the Being they take him to be. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 


ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rey. 
JosHuaA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 


An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short bis- 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By Saumon Durron, Esq. 
of Cayeadish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
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